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 Smoking can cost an individual up to $2 million dollars during their lifetime including the cost of 
tobacco, health care cost, income loss, and other costs including homeowner’s insurance premium and 
effects of secondhand smoke.1 
 

 The Surgeon General in 2006 determined that if all U.S. workplaces implemented a 100% smoke-free 
policy, it would result in "1.3 million smokers quitting, 950 million fewer cigarette packs being smoked, 
1,540 myocardial infarctions and 360 strokes being averted, and $49 million in direct medical cost 
savings being realized all within one year."2 
 

 Cigarette smoking results in the loss of 5.1 million years of potential life annually in the United States.3 
 

 Businesses in the United States are estimated to pay an extra $6,000 per year for each employee who 
smokes as a result of absenteeism, loss of productivity, smoke breaks, and health care costs. 4 
 

 Smoking-related illness in the United States costs more than $300 billion each ear including $170 billion 
in direct medical care and $156 billion in lost of productivity ($5.6 billion of which is due to secondhand 
smoke.5 
 

 A study of health care utilization by the American Cancer Society in 2000 showed that those who 
smoked had more hospital admissions per 1,000 (124 vs. 76), had a longer average length of stay 
(6.47 vs. 5.03 days), and made six more visits to health care facilities per year than nonsmokers.6 
 

 The annual Federal and state government smoking-caused Medicaid payments total $39.6 billion 
(Federal share: $22.5 billion per year. States’ share: $17.1 billion).7 
 

 The yearly federal/state tax burden for taxpayers from smoking-related government spending is $112.4 
billion ($956 per household).8 
 

 An employee who smokes costs a business an average of $5,800 more than a non-smoking 
employee.9 
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