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June 2, 2015 

 

Dear Representatives 

The American Lung Association supports S. B. 751, a bill to prohibit the sale of electronic  

cigarettes or e-cigarettes to minors.  We strongly believe the sale of electronic cigarettes to 

minors must be illegal.  Youth should not be able to purchase these tobacco products or any of 

the supplies such as cartridge refills.  However, the American Lung Association believes that e-

cigarettes should be defined and regulated as tobacco products.  

 

According to Sottera, Inc vs. the Food & Drug Administration, a case that went as high as the 

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia, e-cigarettes will be considered a 

tobacco product unless a specific product makes a therapeutic claim (or a quit smoking claim).  

If any company wishes to make that assertion, it must go through the same process as the 7 FDA 

approved quit smoking medications have, which is the same process our pain relievers or 

cholesterol medications went through.   

 

But the bottom line is:  virtually all e-cigarettes are tobacco products and Pennsylvania must treat 

them as such.   

 

While e-cigarettes may be a new product, it is the same old tobacco industry and its same old 

tactics – aimed at addicting kids using candy and fruit flavors, glamorizing their use and 

encouraging people to switch to e-cigarettes instead of seeking help to quit their addiction all 

together.  

 

And these same old tactics are working now with hooking kids – just like they have over the last 50 

years.   

 

According to CDC, e-cigarette use among both high school and middle school students tripled in one 

year, increasing from 4.5 percent in 2013 to 13.4 percent in 2014 among high school students, and from 

1.1 percent in 2013 to 3.9 percent in 2014 among middle school students.i  CDC also indicates, during 

2010 to 2013, adults reporting that they have ever used an e-cigarette increased among every 

demographic group except those aged 18-24 years old, Hispanics, non-Hispanic Others, and those living 

in the Midwest.ii In 2013, close to one in ten former and more than one in three current cigarette smokers 

had used an e-cigarette, which was an increase compared to 2011 for both groups. E-cigarette use among 

those who never had smoked cigarettes was a much lower 1-2 percent and did not increase over this 

period.iii  From 2010-2011, 72.0 percent of people who recently used e-cigarettes also currently smoked 

conventional cigarettes. That number rose to 76.8 percent during 2012-2013.iv 

 

A study that was released earlier in March in the Journal of the American Medical Association 

Pediatrics found that our nation’s youth who use e-cigarettes are more likely to smoke cigarettes 

and less likely to quit smoking.  The study found that youth using e-cigarettes were more likely 

to try cigarettes and then become a regular cigarette smokers. Additionally, the youth who 

smoked both conventional cigarettes and e-cigarettes smoked more cigarettes per day than non-e-

cigarette users. 
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The American Lung Association is deeply troubled by this study and hope it serves as a wakeup 

call to the White House to give FDA the green light it needs to begin its oversight of these 

products, where a proposed regulation to give FDA this authority has been stalled since October. 

Pennsylvania should do all that it can to keep minors from having access to electronic cigarettes.  

It is the right step to take.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Deborah P. Brown 

President and CEO 
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